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National Al Awards 2025: Briefing Note

Background

The UK’s first National Al Awards was held in September 2024 and hosted at Adastral
Park in Suffolk, with significant support from BT and other major sponsors to help
attract this first event to Suffolk. The plan was to establish an annual event to showcase
industry innovation in Artificial Intelligence (Al) and the wider applications.

Over 300 people from around the country attended a prestigious dinner and awards
ceremony with senior representation from across industry, government and education.
It was regarded as a success and importantly helped position Adastral Park and Suffolk
(and the wider East of England) as a leader in Al in the country.

In addition, it is estimated by BT that over £100m of deals were signed last year off the
back of this event and other activity taking place at Adastral Park over a 2-3 day period.
It was also a significant opportunity to raise the profile of Adastral Park, with tours
provided of their technology showcase, as well as the wider region and specifically
some of our leading Al businesses.

Award categories covered a wide variety of areas including Al in Government and the
Public Sector, Healthcare, Cybersecurity, Gaming, Education, Financial Services,
Energy and Utilities and Sustainability.

There were also award winners from East Anglia including VirtTuri (Suffolk) for their Al
Clinical Informatics Avatar, recognising their leading work in the healthcare industry.

Proposed Plans for 2025

Following significant dialogue with the organisers of the event in recent months, we
have managed to secure the hosting of the 2025 National Al Awards event at Adastral
Park again. There are challenges with less funding available with a significant shortfall
and an initial risk of losing the event to elsewhere in the county.

There has been significant support and effort in recent months from Matt Capp at BT,
Peter Brady (on behalf of the Suffolk Business Board) and Julian Munson at Suffolk
County Council to finally secure agreement on the hosting of the event in Suffolk for
2025. It will be held at Adastral Park on the evening of Thursday 16™ October
involving a networking reception and dinner. The event host has been announced
as Zoe Kleinman, BBC Technology Editor.

There are ongoing active conversations with potential corporate sponsors. However, to
help lower risk and indicate local support a funding allocation of £20K (+VAT) has been
secured (via Suffolk County Council/Suffolk Business Board) as well as £5K from the
Connected Innovation programme.



Opportunity for Suffolk

With a total commitment of £25K of public funding towards the event we have ensured
the following outcomes;

e Hosting of these national awards in Suffolk

e Premium sponsor recognition with Suffolk Economy branding

e 2tables of 10 at the award ceremony for Suffolk Business Board to invite key
business, government and education reps and potential inward investors.

e 2tickets to the Finalist Showcase event

e Sponsorship of an award with Suffolk Economy Logo on award certificate

e Premium printed branding on entrance arch, main stage, VT screens and
reception pillars (with Suffolk Economy branding)

e Featurein all pre-event marketing and in all guest communications

e A4 page in the event programme (Suffolk Economy branding)

e Presentation of sponsored award (agreed Chair of the Suffolk Business Board) -
Suffolk Economy is sponsoring the ‘Al Product of the Year’ Award

e Promotionin the reception

e Suffolk Economy Logo on table centres

e Sponsorship of the Programme (via Connected Innovation)

This high-profile national event will enable us to showcase Suffolk and the wider
technology and investment opportunities on offer as more of an inward investment
pitch and potentially arrange wider site visits across the county if required.

It will help further strengthen Suffolk’s strategic position and intent as a leader in Al for
the UK. It also helps enhance our case to become recognised as a potential Al Growth
Zone with Adastral Park being one of the key potential locations for future investment in
data centres and Al business cluster development. This also has wider regional impact
along the A14 corridor, linking to locations such as Stowmarket with the proposed
National Al Hub planned as part of the Gateway 14 development.

Al Product of the Year Awards Category

The Suffolk Business Board is sponsoring the Al Product of the Year award category. An
independent panel assessed applications and the following hominations have been
shortlisted:

e |Intellias Global

e Automate Pro

e HCLTECH Al FORCE

e Ernst&Young

e Quinnox - Qinfinite Intelligent Application Management (iAM) Platform



e Infosys Quality Engineering Al Platform

Note: the shortlisting of nominees has not included any representatives of the Suffolk
Economy Team or Suffolk CC as an organisation i.e. has been an independent process.

National Al Awards - comms and marketing opportunity

The National Al Awards hosted in Suffolk form part of a wider narrative that positions
our county at the heart of tech convergence and Al innovation. In the lead-up we will
build momentum through a proactive marketing campaign, including PR, thought
leadership video content, and targeted publicity across our owned channels.

Complementary events such as the Al Festival (held in Bury St Edmunds on 15™/16™"
October) will help shape a clear, positive story about Suffolk’s existing strengths in Al
and the opportunities ahead. Otherrelevant and complementary events include
Innovate Local 2025, which is Innovate UK’s main East of England event also taking
place in Bury St Edmunds on the following week (22" October). Suffolk CC are part of
the organising team and have arranged for Peter Brady as a speaker and also Stuart
Catchpole from Space East, along with representatives from Connected Innovation.
This presents opportunities for Suffolk Economy messaging and branding as well.

Overall, the National Al Awards present a high-profile platform for us to raise the profile
of the Suffolk Economy brand, with visible Suffolk Economy branding across the event,
and the activity of the Business Board in presenting an award. By carefully curating a
guest list of influential local representatives and prospective investors, and following
up with clear, actionable next steps, we can maximise the networking potential.

The Business Board will host attendees including local tech businesses, other tech
stakeholders such as Tech East and Connected Innovation leads, plus key
government representatives e.g. from DSIT.

Suffolk Al Festival

The Al Festival 2025 will be held at the XR Labs, West Suffolk College, Bury St Edmunds,
between 15th and 16th October 2025. The event will feature exciting talks, interactive
workshops, and cutting-edge demonstrations showcasing the latest advancements in
artificial intelligence. It will cover topics such as Al in Energy, Environment &
Infrastructure, Al & Quantum Computing, and Al in Robotics & Automation.



